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The chapters on inflammation and radiation are amongst the best on the subject. In the description and discussion of cancer cytology, controversial issues which may be out of place in a basic book are avoided. The The authors of this book have concerned themselves with all aspects of knowledge relating to the fallopian tube. The shortest chapters are the first two dealing with the history of knowledge and the embryology of the tube and the last on tubal ligation. The longest is the chapter on tubal pregnancy.
As necessary in a work of this kind, much of the book comprises a review of the medical literature old and new, and it is much to the authors' credit that they have been able to use such an extensive bibliography without resorting to mere reiteration of other workers' opinions. Of course, not all of their editorship is entirely successfulas when the chapter on the tube in infertility ends 'The non-surgical therapeutic modalities-should be exhausted before attempting surgical revision of obstructed tubes'; but there is nothing wrong in their appeal to the reader to 'form his own opinion' on the merits of salpingooophorectomy versus salpingectomy alone in tubal pregnancy.
A glance at the authors' own contribution to the bibliography shows that their interests are primarily histopathological and the sections of the book which deal with the epithelium and its histological abnormalities are the most authorita- This book clearly aims to be a straightforward exposition of the author's particular approach for carrying out each of the various nerve blocks that the anasthetist may be required to undertake. In this it is a refereshing change from some of the larger tomes dealing with this subject, which indulge in circumlocutory minutia of every approach that has ever been described for any blocking of any nerve or nerve plexus: the effect of which is merely to leave the reader in a state of bewildered confusion. It is then useless to cavil if this author has not described the reader's own favoured approach for any one particular technique.
Whilst one may feel that the particular method chosen is not necessarily the best in all cases, it is assuredly certain that for the beginner the clarity and the precision of the text, coupled with the extraordinarily high quality drawings and photographs, will make this book of the greatest possible value. The criticisms are small. On page 12, Figure 3 is slightly confusing, since from the legend below it appears to be a picture of the necessary resuscitation equipment; in fact, it is a rather unsatisfactory picture of a prepared local pack.
In recommending the use of vasopressor drugs in the treatment of toxic manifestations a warning might be added that some, i.e. amphetamine, are in themselves cerebral stimulants. More might have been written on the entire subject of toxic over-dosage, with charts or diagrams showing that with increasing concentrations of any given agent the rise of toxicity is steep in the extreme.
The high quality ofthe book could be improved if the chapters were better laid out in some form of anatomical relationship to the various techniques described. Thus, the various methods of anaesthetizing the perineum, whilst admirably described, are scattered at intervals throughout the book rather than being grouped together.
These small criticisms excepted, this book makes valuable and very pleasing reading. It is an essential addition to the library of anybody interested in local nerve block techniques. It deals in great detail in administrative and legislative fights and manceuvres that brought about the formation of the Corps, giving en route cameo portraits of various figures involved, and then goes on to a detailed description of the actual administration of the Corps during its various phases of existence.
The book is laid out so that one can refer to any specific period easily. But as a book of refer-
